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To: jduffy@iasb.com; kuzniewskif; ourchildrensfuture@doc-b.org; julio.flores@phimc.org; kross@marshallk12.net;
adrian_talley@ipsd.org; medmonds@pawneeschools.org; Mespinoza@palenquelsna.org;
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Subject: Reporting sexual orientation and gender identity data update - Equity and Racial Justice Act amendment
Date: Thursday, April 17, 2025 3:02:19 PM

Attachments: Update to Members of SOGI Work Group.pdf

Good afternoon,

Thank you for your work on the Equity and Racial Justice Act amendment - reporting sexual
orientation and gender identity data. Your insight and feedback were invaluable in this process. The
dedication of the members of this group to support all students in the great state of lllinois is truly
appreciated. The attached memorandum was written to provide closure to this work, but please feel
free to contact me directly if you have any questions.

Take care,

Dr. Tiffany Burnett

Executive Director for Safe and Healthy Climate
[llinois State Board of Education

555 West Monroe

Chicago, IL 60661

Office Phone: (312) 814-3995
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ILLINOIS Dr. Tony Sanders, State Superintendent of Education

STAT E B OA R D O I: Dr. Steven Isoye, Chair of the Board

EDUCATION EQUITY « QUALITY « COLLABORATION » COMMUNITY

MEMORANDUM

TO: Members of the Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity Work Group
FROM: ISBE Team

DATE: April 17, 2025

SUBJECT: Survey for SOGI Data

Thank you for your participation in the work group concerning the implementation of the Data
Governance and Organization to Support Equity and Racial Justice Act. We are writing to update you on

the current plan for reporting of statistical data on sex, sexual orientation, and gender identity
demographics for Illinois students in compliance with the requirements of Section 20-15(a-5) of the Act.

ISBE reconvened the work group in 2024 to provide the agency with support and guidance on next
steps for selecting the best survey instrument to fulfill these requirements. The group met on
September 24 and December 3, 2024. These robust discussions resulted in the identification of two
surveys to fulfill the statutory mandate. The recommendation was:

Post the results of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) Youth Risk Behavior
Survey (YRBS) in odd years and the Illinois Youth Survey (1YS) in even years when publicly
available, with a set of detailed caveats about the limitations of comparing the two data sets.

In February 2025, ISBE was notified by the CDC that due to recent policies enacted by the Trump
administration, the CDC will not be able to process the lllinois YRBS survey questions that allowed for
the collection of sexual orientation/gender identity data. ISBE was not required to remove the
questions, but the CDC would no longer process nor report any data for these questions. Therefore, ISBE
will only be able to post the results of the IYS in even years when publicly available. If federal policy
changes at any point in the future, ISBE will return to the original plan of posting data from both surveys
to its website, with appropriate caveats pertaining to interpretation and comparability.

Data collection and reporting is a critical strategy for ensuring statewide access to state programming
and services and equitable outcomes. We appreciate your engagement on this important initiative.
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